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the topic of this issue 
STATE, NATIONALISM AND GLOBALIZATION 

 
Complex phenomena such as nations and nationalism may be studied from different perspectives. Their varie-

ty, purposes and specific characteristics can be the subjects of investigation. One can learn more about their cultural 
and social roots and, finally, their significance for the social sciences. The intellectual attempts of several scholars 
was that of working out general theories of nationalism that would succeed at explaining the phenomenon from a 
general point of view, generating models capable of reducing its different manifestations to a common process.   

If nationalism as a political principle implies the congruence of the state and the nation, it is evident that, with 
the transformation of states in the global panorama, even nations have the ability to change nature and new forms of 
nationalism may rise up on the horizon. Neither nations nor states, however, have existed in all times and in all 
types of circumstances: the state, as an entity that inside of society possesses the monopoly of legitimate violence, 
emerges first from the nation, while the latter can be considered to be a necessary product of mass instruction – as 
sustained by some interpreters – of the functioning of industrial society. In effect, it is was the advent of industriali-
zation that raised the problem of nationalism and thus the need to coincide the confines of the states with those of 
the nation even if one could think – on the other hand – of a casual coincidence of this relationship in the historical 
evolution of the Western world. In any case, it is possible to distinguish and classify the various types of nationalism 
according to historical-economic moments and it is also possible to subdivide the phenomenon into spatial-
temporal zones which limit the characteristics and the timelines in which certain forms of nationalism appear. 

Looking at the future of nationalism, inside the process of globalization, it can be useful to analyze the social 
tendency that manifests itself from time to time, as a vector of political processes, or try to prefigure how they might 
express themselves, according to geographic areas, as the future forms of social and political organization. In the 
light of current dynamics in the contemporary world, reflecting on the present and on the potential evolution of na-
tionalism seems to be able to provide a guide for the de-codification of the mechanisms which determine both the 
division of the world into national communities, and their futures. 


