	
  

GLOCALISM
JOURNAL OF CULTURE, POLITICS AND INNOVATION

CALL FOR PAPERS

“Glocalism”, a peer-reviewed and cross-disciplinary journal, is currently accepting manuscripts for publication. We welcome studies in any field, with or without comparative approach, that address both practical
effects and theoretical import. All articles should be sent to:
p.bassetti@globusetlocus.org, davide.cadeddu@unimi.it
Articles can be in any language and length chosen by the author, while its abstract and keywords have to be
in English.
Deadline: September 30, 2014. This issue is scheduled to appear at end-October 2014.
Website: http://www.glocalismjournal.net/
Direction Committee: Arjun Appadurai (New York University); Zygmunt Bauman (University of Leeds);
Seyla Benhabib (Yale University); Sabino Cassese (Scuola Normale Superiore, Pisa); Manuel Castells (Universitat Oberta de Catalunya, Barcelona); Fred Dallmayr (University of Notre Dame); David Held (Durham
University); Robert J. Holton (Trinity College Dublin); Alberto Martinelli (Università degli Studi di Milano);
Anthony McGrew (University of Southampton); Alberto Quadrio Curzio (Università Cattolica del Sacro
Cuore, Milano); Roland Robertson (University of Aberdeen); Saskia Sassen (Columbia University); Amartya
Sen (Harvard University); Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak (Columbia University); Salvatore Veca (Istituto Universitario di Studi Superiori di Pavia).

the topic of this issue
GLOBAL CITIES

Cities are the spaces in which the global economy finds its raison d’être, and global politics
finds its crises and new expression. Cities are the confluence of technological, material, monetary,
and migratory flows. Above all, they are the manifestation of the new society, of innovation, and
of the concretization of heretofore unknown possibilities for humanity.
Thus, cities must be conceptually reconfigured with respect to their new global context, avoiding the reductionism of merely reflecting on urbanization processes and, instead, using the urban
context to envisage political practices of globalization. Today, the political nature of spatial relationships has emerged in all its dramatic force, due to the physical contraction of the spaces of life
and the intensification of human relations. In other words, a new idea of citizenship is at stake. After the “glocal” citizenship has been defined, we should discuss whether we can speak of values
and practices inherent to this political community and whether we can (or should) speak of a new
idea of democratic participation and a new form of political representation.
To this end, traditional political categories are no longer sufficient to fathom the deliberate and
involuntary deployments of global policy. We need to foster the process with new conceptual categories, whose roots lie deep in the – variegated and dynamic – empirical reality of globalization.
We must contextually analyze the new social practices, which find their expression in cities,
around cities, and in the polyarchic relationships between cities. In point of fact, the global network of cities seems to have become the new form of governance and the new manifestation of
polity that is increasingly being constructed.

